Robert Harbron – Musical CV [2010]

Education

· University of Westminster 1996-1999

BA (Hons) Commercial Music [2:1]

· Ullswater Community College, Penrith 1989-1996

A Levels (A,B,B,C), GCSEs

· Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM)

Bassoon (Grade VIII dist.); also Violin (VI) and Theory (V)

Live Performance

· Member of English Acoustic Collective, 2002 – present. Numerous live performances and projects including

· 2 tours of Christmas Champions, a multimedia show exploring the Mummer’s play commissioned by The Sage Gateshead, written and narrated by Hugh Lupton

· Worked with Hugh Lupton on performances of ‘The Homing Stone’ [including the Barbican, Bath Literature Festival, etc] and Thomas Rhymer [Beyond the Border]

· Tour of Ireland 2009 presented by the Improvised Music Company

· Invited by Judith Weir to participate in ‘Natural History’, a BBC Radio 3 celebration of her work.   Live performances at LSO St Luke’s and The Barbican, the latter sharing a stage with the BBC Symphony Orchestra and broadcast live on Radio 3.

· Toured ‘On English Ground’, a large-scale presentation of new morris dance featuring new musical commissions.

· General UK gigs including arts centre, festivals, rural touring, etc.

· Kerr Fagan Harbron / Methera – double bill tour October 2008 (organised by me) which involved the two ensembles collaborating for the second half of the show.  Further shows October 2009 which were recorded live for use on forthcoming Methera live CD

· Kerr Fagan Harbron – UK touring and festival appearances, 2007 – present.

· Jon Boden and the Remnant Kings – key member of this five-piece band; UK tours March 2009 and May 2010, various other gigs and festival appearances.

· Fay Hield Trio – UK tour February 2010 and ongoing.

· Carrefour Mondial de l’Accordeon – English representative at this International Accordeon Festival, Quebec September 2007

· Founder member of Dr Faustus with Benji Kirkpatrick, Tim van Eyken and Paul Sartin, 1999-2006 – extensive UK gigs, community projects and workshops.

· Duo with Tim van Eyken (BBC Young Folk Award Winner 1999) – Gigs all around Britain and also Scandinavia, Spain and Belgium. 

· English representative in Music of the Northlands, a tour bringing together musicians from 8 Nordic countries – three-week tour in Autumn 2002, which visited each country.

· Part of English Roots, a nationwide tour promoting English music in November/December 2002, featuring Martin Carthy, Norma Waterson, Eliza Carthy, Tim van Eyken, Chris Wood and Dog Rose Morris.

· Gigs with Chip Taylor including Cambridge Folk Festival, Glastonbury Festival and London’s Forum, as well as live broadcasts on Radio 4, GLR, Ulster TV and CMR.

· Member of 6 FOOT 3 (1996-1999) – exploring the interaction between traditional percussive dance and music – numerous UK gigs, also English flag-carrier in Atlantic Crossings, a 4 week tour of America, Canada and UK involving acts from England, Brittany, the USA and Quebec (April 1999).

· Finalist in the 1992 BBC Radio Two Young Tradition Award – involving a live concert performance in London’s Commonwealth Rooms and several live radio broadcasts.

Selected Recordings

· Nancy Kerr and James Fagan Untitled – producer, engineer, concertina, guitar 

· English Acoustic Collective Untitled – concertina, engineer, co-producer

· Duotone Work Harder and One Day You’ll Find Her [Garrett Brown Music / ECC] – producer, engineer

· Chris Wood Handmade Life / Trespasser / The Lark Descending – engineer

· Various Artists English International – three tracks of my solo concertina playing featured on this 3-CD box set of English concertina players past and present

· Methera Methera [YAN001] May 2008 – producer, engineer, composer

· Kerr Fagan Harbron Station House [FECD211] April 2008 – concertina, guitar, harmony vocals, producer, engineer

· Robert Harbron and Emma Reid New Dogs, Old Tricks [RobRec CD01] May 2007 – concertina, guitar, vocals, producer

· Nancy Kerr & James Fagan Strands of Gold [FECD199] October 2005 – producer, engineer, concertina, mandolin

· Dr Faustus Wager [FECD189] April 2005 – concertina, guitar, vocals, co-producer, engineer

· English Acoustic Collective Ghosts [RUFCD09] July 2004 – concertina, bassoon, co-producer, engineer

· Dr Faustus The First Cut [FECD177] July 2003 – concertina, bassoon, guitar, fiddle, vocals 
· Chip Taylor, Black and Blue America, Train Wreck Records 2002 – producer, concertina, guitar, bass guitar, keyboards, backing vocals
· Tim van Eyken and Robert Harbron One Sunday Afternoon [BEJOCD-34] March 2001 – concertina, guitar, harmony vocals, co-producer, engineer

· Belsahazzar’s Feast, John Playford’s Secret Ball, Wild Goose Records 2001 – producer, engineer, concertina, acoustic guitar, mandolin, bassoon

· Chip Taylor, The London Sessions, Train Wreck Records, 2000 – engineer, concertina, bass guitar, backing vocals
· Evolving Tradition Two, Mrs Casey Records, 1996 [MCRCD6991] – concertina

Workshops and Education

· Livewires Beyond the Parrett – co-director and workshop leader of this Youth Music funded project delivering folk music workshops for young people around the Somerset Levels 2007-2009

· Folkworks Youth and Adult Summer Schools – concertina and band tutor, 1995 onwards.

· English Acoustic Collective Summer School – course leader 2010; guest tutor, 2001 onwards

· BBC Young Folk Award Semi Finals – workshop leader and mentor, 2006 & 2007

· Irish World Music Centre, University of Limerick Master of Arts in Irish Music – visiting lecturer 2003 onwards (performance / composition)

· University of Newcastle BMus in Folk and Traditional Music – occaisional concertina tutor; delivered seminar on approaches to composition, 2002

· Folk South West Easter School – concertina tutor, 2002 – 2003

· Folk South West Livewires residential – tutor and performer, 2003

· Live Music Now! – various participatory performance and workshops for groups with a wide range of ability levels, with Dr Faustus and Tim van Eyken, 1999 onwards

· Live Folk for Special Folk – a project for young people with special needs, Cornwall 2002; also involving the delivery of two teacher training days and the production of a resource pack and CD

· Freelance workshop leader at numerous festivals, events, schools, etc – concertina, guitar, ensembles, stagecraft, composition, 1995 onwards.
Composition

· Current interests are exploring ways of composing for traditional musicians that use their innate abilities to interpret and realise the music they play; and ways of extending and developing the structures of traditional-style tunes while still allowing them to be disseminated and played by ear.

· Compositions featured on recordings and in live performances by The English Acoustic Collective, Kerr Fagan Harbron, Methera, Meridian, Nancy Kerr and James Fagan, Katy Doherty, etc

· Livewires Beyond the Parrett – Wrote music and delivered workshops in composition on this Youth Music funded project for young musicians around the Somerset levels 

· Led a week-long series of workshops at Whitby Folk Week 2009 exploring composition and performance as different parts of the same process

· Promoted to Associate Member of the Performing Rights Society, 2008

· Composed music for Cotswold Life - series of programmes for ITV, 2008

· Distil – attended Distil Scotland and Distil England courses in composition for folk musicians.  Was a member of the Distil Showcase Band at Loughborough Folk Festival April 2008 

· England in Ribbons, BBC Radio 3 – several compositions featured in this BBC Radio 3 St George’s Day Special, 2005

· On English Ground – composed several new Morris Dance pieces for this national tour, 2005

· Flame! – two ten minute music/dance segments featuring my new compositions commissioned by Sidmouth International Festival, premiered August 2003

· Copernicus – concertina quartet piece commissioned for the Sir Charles Wheatstone Bi-Centennial Celebrations and premiered at the Holywell Room, Oxford, September 2002

· Build the Band, Write the Music – week-long ensemble workshop with Tim van Eyken for which we composed all the music as the week progressed, Whitby Folk Week, 2002

· Dagblad van den Norden – 30-second advert for Dutch TV commissioned by Soundscape, April 2002

· All on the Tenth of June – private commission with Tim van Eyken, 2001

Other

· Awarded an EFDSS Anniversary Award, 2007

· Nominated for Horizon Award, BBC Folk Awards 2004 (with Dr Faustus)

· Granted a PRSF ATOM Award, 2003

· BBC Young Tradition Award Finalist, 1992
Contact

Nightingale Cottage

Ludlow Green

Ruscombe

Stroud

Gloucestershire
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01453 757353 / 07973 717786

Robertharbron@gmail.com

www.robertharbron.co.uk

www.englishacousticcollective.org.uk
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