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Robert Harbron has emerged as one of the leading lights in the ongoing renaissance of English music.  A consummate musician and performer who is widely considered to be the finest concertina player of his generation, he is a member of the English Acoustic Collective, works with fiddler Emma Reid, and has just released the CD ‘Station House’ with Nancy Kerr and James Fagan.   Robert was also a founder member of the now-defunct Dr Faustus and has worked with numerous other artists as a musician and producer.   He is in demand as a teacher and workshop leader, has performed and broadcast widely in Britain, Europe and North America, and is constantly creating mesmerising new compositions.  He also co-directs the Youth Music-funded ‘Beyond the Parrett’ project, delivering folk music workshops for young people around the Somerset Levels.

Robert's first instrument was the violin, which he learned classically and reluctantly at primary school.  A year in New Zealand, and a chance meeting with an Irish piper from Birmingham, led to his first brush with traditional music; on his return to England the newly-formed Folkworks developed his interest, while the discovery of his great-grandfather's old concertina soon led to the violin gathering dust.  Not too many years later, Rob (aged 17) was the youngest ever tutor on the Folkworks Summer School.  A finalist in the BBC Young Tradition Award in 1992, Rob spent his teenage years honing his skills in ceilidh bands, youth orchestras (having now switched to the bassoon when playing from the dots) and then in floor spots and solo gigs at folk clubs and festivals. 

Rob went on to work with Six Foot Three, combining music and percussive dance on stage to great effect across Britain.  The band took part in 'Atlantic Crossings', touring New England, Canada and the UK with leading ensembles from each country.  He later formed a long-standing partnership with Tim van Eyken, touring the UK and Europe and recording the CD 'One Sunday Afternoon' for Beautiful Jo Records.  Rob has also been a session musician, engineer and producer for a large and varied list of musicians.

Rob was part of 2004 BBC Horizon Award nominees Dr Faustus (of whom the Daily Telegraph said "English Folk bands have rarely sounded so exciting").  He is an integral part of the English Acoustic Collective, whose CD ‘Ghosts’ was one of the Irish Times’ top ten traditional CDs of 2004 and whose teaching activities and collaborations continue to raise the bar for the English folk scene.  Most recently, the EAC have toured with Hugh Lupton in the Sage Gateshead-commissioned multimedia show ‘Christmas Champions’.  The EAC have also toured with Morris Offspring in their joint show ‘On English Ground’, and their music and Rob’s comments were heavily featured in BBC Radio 3’s St George’s Day special, ‘England in Ribbons’.  Rob’s compositions continue to broaden the pallet of English music, and he is regarded as an inspiring teacher on the folk scene as well as in schools and Universities.  In 2003 he was chosen to receive a PRSF ATOM award.

In Autumn 2007, Rob’s trio with Nancy Kerr and James Fagan recorded their debut CD ‘Station House’, newly released on the Fellside label.  He also produced the debut CD by groundbreaking English string quartet Methera.  Working on the two contrasting yet related projects led to the idea of putting together a joint tour featuring the two ensembles.  That tour is now booking for Autumn 2008, with confirmed venues currently including the National Centre for Early Music and the Sage Gateshead.
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